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The Board of Trustees of 
Act Now Foundation

together with Renee Bettinger, 
Gala Chair 

usic & 

Present the 6th Annual

emories GalaM
An Evening in Paris

ISA Legacy Award

Honoring a Lifetime of 
Dedication:

A Surprise Tribute to a True 
Champion of Change

Honoring
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https://www.booker.senate.gov/
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Our Mission
To raise awareness, advocate, and educate New Jersey about Alzheimer’s 
disease prevention, and early detection in order to improve the quality 
of life of those living and suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease & related 
dementias.

Our Promise
To reduce the impact of Alzheimer’s disease in New Jersey, to promote 
public awareness of Alzheimer’s, and to engage communities to build 
supportive, capable, and Alzheimer’s educated environments.

Our Pledge
To offer programs and services that decrease the emotional, physical 
and financial tolls on families, caregivers and communities

400 38th Street, Suite 402, Union City, NJ 07087
201-721-6721

www.ActNowFoundation.org

Act Now Foundation, a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, receives operating support in 
part from Hudson County office on Aging, Hudson County Office of Inclusion & Accessibility, 
Bergen County Division of Senior Services, Essex County Division of Senior Services, CDBG 
Hudson County & Bergen County, CDBG & CSBG  Jersey City, CDBG Hoboken, Office 
of Faith Based Initiatives, Ponce De Leon Bank Foundation, Eisai Pharmaceuticals, and other 
Corporations, Foundations, and Private Donors.

Music & Memories

https://www.actnowfoundation.org


6

Gold Sponsor

https://silvermanbuilding.com/
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A Message from our Co-Founders Kristine Allen & Cary Lopez

Dear Friends,

On behalf of our Board of Trustees, our Gala Committee, and the entire staff at Act 
Now Foundation, we would like to thank you for attending our 6th Annual Music & 
Memories Gala. 

Our mission has always been clear: to provide unwavering support to those affected; and 
strive relentlessly towards a world without dementia. Together, we have made significant 
strides. Yet, the battle is far from won.

We implore each of you to stand with us tonight in this fight. Whether you’re a donor, a 
volunteer, a caregiver, or someone who has been touched by dementia, your role is crucial, 
and your dedication fuels our progress.

We are at a pivotal moment. By banding together, we can turn the tide against dementia. 
Each action, no matter how small, is a step closer to a world where this disease no longer 
robs individuals of their memories and dignity.

Tonight, we SHINE a light on dementia in hopes of raising awareness about a disease 
that affects us all. 

Tonight’s proceeds will benefit Act Now Foundation’s programs and services that support, 
educate, screen, and advocate for families who are living and struggling with Alzheimer’s 
disease or related dementias.

I urge you to join us in our unwavering commitment to defeat Alzheimer’s. Together, let’s 
create a future where families are no longer burdened by this devastating illness.

Thank you for your ongoing support and dedication. Together, we are making a difference.

Kristine Allen
President

Cary Lopez 
Executive Director

Music & Memories
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Silver Sponsor

https://applausehomecare.com/
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Acknowledgements

Kristine Allen, Board Chair

Cary Lopez, Vice Chair

James Sidor, Treasurer

Pete Oneglia, Secretary

Patti Russell, Trustee

Maureen Skea, Trustee

THANK YOU!
Act Now Board of Trustees

Kristine Allen, President

Cary Lopez, Executive Director

Stacy Hutsell, Program Director

Jessica Vega-Conza, Program Manager

Katia Suttile, Program Manager

Alba Sepulveda, Program & Marketing Manager

Linda Lembo, Vivian Matias, Kathleen Nowack

Care Coordinators & Disease Educators

Interns & Voluteers

Act Now Staff
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Arnold Bettinger 
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Hudson, Former Hudson 

County Freeholder, Former 
Jersey City Deputy Mayor, 

Former Jersey City Councilman
9 Year Committee Member

THANK YOU!
Gala Committee

Renee Bettinger
Gala Chairperson,

Principal &  
Interior Designer 
RB Interiors LLC

9 Year Committee Member

Pete Oneglia 
Co-Owner Insider NJ, 

Act Now Board Secretary
9 Year Committee Member

Lisa Catanio
Permitting Supervisor, 

City of Jersey City Office of Cultural Affairs
7 Year Committee Member

Wendy Paul 
Executive Director Jersey City Apartment 

Owners Association
7 Year Committee Member
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Ed Shea 
Risk Manager 

County of Hudson
New Committee Member

THANK YOU!
Gala Committee

Linda Lembo 
Bergen Community College 
Adjunct Nursing Professor, 

Care Coordinator & 
Disease Educator Act Now 

Foundation
New Committee Member

James Cruz 
Administrator Buckingham 

Adult Medical Day 
Care Center

7 Year Committee Member

Jackie Cangelosi
Caregiver

New Committee Member

Myra Stith
 Group Reservations Coordinator 

Hyatt Regency New Orleans
7 Year Committee Member



Berkeley Heights • Hoboken • Livingston • Madison  
Secaucus • Summit • Upper Montclair • Westfield • Westwood

TAKING CARE OF OUR 
NEIGHBORS SINCE 1938

Call us at (201) 659-3600 or visit us at havenbank.com

For almost 85 years, Haven Savings Bank has been dedicated to meeting the  
financial needs of consumers and businesses across New Jersey. Our team of  
banking experts takes great pride in helping our neighbors succeed, and is  
committed to delivering a range of solutions that will foster growth, stability  
and financial peace of mind. 

We welcome the opportunity to discuss your  
financial goals and banking needs.
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Silver Sponsor

https://havenbank.com
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A Message from Gala Committee Chair 
Renee Bettinger

Dear Friends of Act Now Foundation:

It is my honor and privilege again to Chair the 5th Annual 
Music & Memories Gala to benefit the life changing work 
of Act Now Foundation. I would like to express my sincere 
appreciation to the entire committee for their hard work, 
enthusiasm and dedication in making this event a success.

My personal thanks to Kristine Allen and Cary Lopez for their motivating force 
to advocate and educate all of us on Alzheimer’s Disease and related dementias.  
I personally have experienced their countless hours in providing emotional 
support to all the caregivers in our time of need. Act Now Foundation is not just 
comprised of these two selfless women. They are blessed with an amazing group 
that includes Stacy Hutsell, Jessica Vega-Conza,Katia Suttile, Alba Sepulveda, 
Linda Lembo, Vivian Matias & Kathleen Nowack, as well as many volunteers 
and interns who donate their time.

Finally, amidst the glamour and celebration, I’d like to thank all of our sponsors, 
donors and  guests. Please relish the knowledge that you are not just a spectator, 
but a crucial part in making this fundraiser a success. Thank you for being the 
driving force behind our collective journey towards a brighter, more compassionate 
future.

So tonight, we celebrate your generosity and the impact magnified by your selfless 
giving.  Now enjoy the music to make wonderful memories of your own!

Sincerely,

Renee Bettinger
Renee Bettinger, Gala Chairperson
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Silver Sponsor

https://ilaunion.org/
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Gala Volunteers
Arnold Bettinger
Renee Bettinger
Akilesh Shivajirao Bhonsley
Ivon M. Bhonsley
Jackie Cangelosi
Lisa Catanio
James Cruz
Alex DiMartino

Auction Donors
Rolando Corujo
Alstede Farms
Audace
Applebee’s 
BarkBox
Brightside Tavern
Broadway Comedy Club
Chef ’s International, Inc.
Dance with Me Studios
Flemings Steakhouse
Gibson
Allure Salon
Grunin Center for the Arts
Hamilton on Broadway
Haven
Hudson Golf
Hudson Valley Renegades   
   Minor League Baseball
Humdingers
Kendra Scott
Laura Ackmann
L’Occitane

Rachel Raimondi
Odette Rodriquez
Ed Shea
Myra Stith
Nicole Sullivan
Katia Suttile
Mariah Torres
Jessica Vega

Rosie Feminello
Hannah Rose Garcia
Lois Ivancich
Michael Ivancich
Linda Lembo
Pete Oneglia
Bree Olivari
Wendy Paul

Legoland
Let’s Roam
Liberty Science Center
Live with Kelly & Mark
Mayo Performing Arts Center
Montclair Art Museum
Morey’s Piers & Beachfront 
   Waterparks
Mortons Steakhouse
Mr. Coffee Espresso Machine
Nanni Ristorante
Napa Valley Wine Railroad
New York Knicks
Nickelodeon Universe 
New York Knicks
Nickelodeon Universe 
NJPAC
NY Giants
Paper Mill Playhouse
Pet Honesty
Philadelphia Flyers

RPM Raceway 
Ruths Chris Steakhouse
Sebastian Maniscalco
Simon Mall
Six Flags Adventure
Sojo Spa Club 
State Theatre New Jersey
Stephen Taylor Portrait Artist
Sunrise Senior Living
Tac Ops Laser Tag
The Container Store
The Drew Barrymore Show
The Escape Room
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Total Wine & More
Turning Point Restaurants
Turtle Back Zoo 
Two River Theater 
Urban Air Trampoline &   
    Adventure Park
Vito Bacarella

Acknowledgements

THANK YOU!



At Apple Bank, we’ve always  
believed that a strong

 community and a strong  
bank go hand in hand.

We are proud to support  
the families, businesses  
and organizations in the  
neighborhoods we serve.

Over 80 branches throughout NY and NJ.  
Find a branch at applebank.com/Locations 
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Silver Sponsor

http://www.applebank.com
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Acknowledgements

THANK YOU!
2025 Sponsors

Established 1863  •  Member FDIC



 

Congratulations to the Act Now Foundation 

On the Sixth Annual Music & Memories Gala 

We deeply respect and admire your unwavering 
commitment to 

Building a Dementia-Friendly New Jersey. 

With Heartfelt Appreciation, 
Anthony & Michele Catanio 

 
 

 
“FROM PLANNING TO CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY” 

WE’VE MASTERED THE DOCUMENT APPROVAL PROCESS 
 

1 Journal Square Plaza, Suite 302 – Jersey City 
Michele@LeeannDevelopment.com 

201.324.1300 
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Bronze Sponsor

https://leeanndevelopment.com/
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Carolyn Mori
Ivette Natal
Allen Neylon
Izzy Nieves
Natalia Novas
Kathleen Nowack
Joseph Olszewski
Pete Oneglia

Nala Ortiz
Kay Osborn
Daniel Parker
Joseph Pedone
Mayra Perez
Anjali Prakash
Anjali Prakash
Stacy Reh
Odalys Rodriguez
Frank Rosner
Madeline Ruiz Robinson
Patti & Mark Russell
Mark Russo
Ximena Salvador
Nancy Sambul
Billy Santomauro
William & Courtney Schramm
Cynthia Schultz
Jay Schwartz
Joseph Severini
Edmund Shea
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Frank J. Slover
Karen Smith Hagman
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Katia Suttile
Diana Tawfik
Helene Theodore
Robert Toker
Theresa Tredwell
Rosanna Trivilino
Dianne Vasquez
Jessica Vega
Edilberto Vega
Gail Weiner
Kathleen & John Wessling
Fred Williamson Jr.
Thomas Zuppa
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THANK YOU!
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https://graberagency.com/
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Bronze Sponsor

https://abc7ny.com/
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Act Now Foundation’s program priorities are driven 
by the needs of the community.

Our mission is to improve the quality of life of those suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease & related dementias and those that care for them – our 
Dementia Care Heroes!

To be successful in this we listen closely to the concerns of our clients 
and community partners and design programs based on specific needs. 
Daily interaction with local seniors and caregiver’s is the basis for Act Now 
Foundations programming.

Our Board reviews findings and prioritizes recommendations based on 
our field discoveries and Community Needs Assessment and includes the 
following programs:

• Evaluations Testing and Early Diagnosis
• Long-Term Care Planning
• Support Groups
• Crisis Management
• Care Coordination
• Educational Workshops for Family Caregivers
• Training for Professionals Including First Responders
• Resources and Advocacy for families
• Diversity & Outreach Programs
• Brain Health Initiative

BUILDING AWARENESS 
ONE MIND AT A TIME!

https://www.actnowfoundation.org
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Music & Memories

Isa Legacy Award Honoree

Honoring a Lifetime of Dedication:
A Surprise Tribute to a True Champion of Change

In the symphony of our Music & Memories Gala, we take a moment to 
honor an extraordinary individual whose unwavering commitment 

has resonated far beyond the notes of our melodies.Tonight, we celebrate 
this distinguished advocate who has become a beacon of hope 

in the relentless fight against dementia. This surprise honoree embodies 
the spirit of our Music & Memories Gala through their dedication, 

passion, and commitment to our cause.

Tonight, we express our deepest gratitude for their unwavering 
commitment to creating a world where dementia is met with compassion, 

awareness, and effective support. As we unveil these surprise advocates, 
we celebrate not only their dedication but also the unexpected pathways 

through which they’ve contributed to the fight against dementia.

 Let us join in expressing our heartfelt gratitude for their dedication and 
support, enriching the tapestry of our Music & Memories Gala 

and leaving an indelible mark on our hearts. May their unexpected 
journeys inspire us to continue the fight with renewed vigor, creating a 

world where compassion and understanding prevail.”
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http://www.armashomecare.com
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https://www.mcgowanbuilders.com/


Congratulations to

Renee Bettinger
for being Gala Chair for
these past 6 years to this
wonderful organization 

Act Now Foundation.
Barry Bettinger

& Family

In Loving Memory
of My Wife Lynn,

26



Act Now Foundation

CONGRATULATIONS

LISA AND RON BROWN

YOUR UNWAVERING

COMMITMENT

 TO SUPPORTING 

INDIVIDUALS  AND FAMILIES

AFFECTED BY  

ALZHEIMER’S  DISEASE  

AND RELATED DEMENTIAS

IS  AN INSPIRATION

TO US  ALL .
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HHuuddssoonn  CCoouunnttyy  
BBooaarrdd  ooff  CCoouunnttyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonneerrss  

Anthony P. Vainieri, Jr., Chairperson 
Anthony L. Romano, Jr., Vice Chairperson 

Jerry Walker, Chairperson Pro-Tempore 

Fanny Cedeño
Kenneth Kopacz
Yraida Aponte-Lipski
 

Albert Cifelli 
Caridad Rodriguez 
William O'Dea

                                                                                                                                                                                   

   PANEPINTO PROPERTIES 
 

PROUDLY SUPPORTS 

ACT NOW FOUNDATION  
 

In its  
Mission to create a 
dementia friendly  

New Jersey   
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Bronze Sponsor

http://www.panepintoproperties.com
https://www.hcnj.us/countycommissioners/
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Congratulations	To	
The	Act	Now	Foundation	

Enjoy	This	6th	Annual	Music	&	Memories	Gala!	

Hudson	County	Executive	
Craig	Guy	

https://www.hcnj.us/county-executive
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CONGRATULATIONS to the
ACT NOW Foundation Dementia Resource Center

on your 6th Annual Music & Memories Gala

YOUR HUDSON COUNTY CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS

Best Wishes,

Tilo E. Rivas, Surrogate
Jeffrey Dublin, Register

Frank X. Schillari, Sheriff
E. Junior Maldonado, Clerk

https://www.hudsoncountyclerk.org/
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434 Ridgedale Avenue 
East Hanover, NJ  07936

(973) 515-3433  (800) 753-4009

Gala Centerpieces Courtesy of
The Potted Geranium Florist

A Florist for All Occasions

https://www.thepottedgeraniumflorist.com/
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https://www.jerseycitynj.gov/CityHall/CityCouncil/Solomon
http://www.thinbluelinetravel.com
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 From: Commissioner William O’Dea 

                          

Alzheimer’s 

https://www.hcnj.us/countycommissioners/bio-william-odea/
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Verderame | Cale architecture pllc is 
proud to support the 

ACT NOW Foundation
and stand together in their fight to 

support, care and educate 
families and individuals impacted by 

Alzheimer’s Disease

www.varch .com           |            212 .228.3200

Peace Care provides high-quality,  
short-term rehab, long-term  
care, and adult medical day care  
services in Hudson County, NJ.

peacecarenj.org

A Ministry of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace

Peace Care St. Ann’s
198 Old Bergen Road
Jersey City, NJ 07305 
201.433.0950

Peace Care St. Joseph’s
537 Pavonia Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07306 
201.653.8300

http://www.varch.com
http://peacecarenj.org
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Power Resources International is 
happy to support the                           

ACT NOW FOUNDATION. 
 

We appreciate everything the 
foundation does to support the 

community members affected by 
Alzheimer's and Dementia. 

 
The Morelli-Diurno family and friends 
extend our gratitude for the help you 
provide to Linda Delaney as well as 

the support given to Kathleen Nowack. 
 

  
POWER RESOURCES INTERNATIONAL 

31 NANCY ST. 
WEST BABYLON, NY 11704 

www.priinc.com 

http://www.priinc.com
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TToowwnn  ooff  KKeeaarrnnyy  
 

 
 

MAYOR 
Carol Jean Doyle 

 

First Ward 
Marytrine De Castro 

George Zapata 
 

Second Ward 
Richard P. Konopka 

Dennis Solano 
 

Third Ward 
Eileen Eckel 
Fred Esteves 

 
Fourth Ward 
Gerald Ficeto 

Stathis Theodoropoulos 
Congratulations to the Act Now Foundation 

Sixth Anniversary  

https://www.hempandhoneynj.com/
https://www.kearnynj.org/
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Text DONATE or GIVE
to 888-546-9132.

BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR

DONATE ONCE

Create lasting change with consistent support.

Why Monthly?
Supports families year-round.
Flexible, automatic donations.
Small gifts = big impact over time.

How to Give:

Visit ActNowFoundation.org and
click on our donate button.

Make an immediate impact for families in
need. How to Give:

ONE-TIME GIFTS MONTHLY GIVING

Your generosity fuels hope and
lasting change for families in need.

YOUR GIFT MATTERS

https://homeatlastusa.com/home
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Our Co-Founders & Act Now Foundation
made Insider NJ's Policymakers Power List

for the 3rd consecutive year!!



pseg.com

vi
sio

n
PSE&G is committed  
to fostering access  
to fair and equitable 
opportunities 
throughout  
its communities.
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http://www.pseg.com


http://www.paladiumbuilders.com

